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Commander  

 

óTwas the night after  Christmas  
With the holiday season fast approaching, a casual glance at the calendar shows  

that 26 December carries the notation ñBoxing Day (Canada)ò.  

So what exactly is Boxing Day? Who is it or what is it thatôs being boxed?  

And most important, why is Boxing Day?  

 

Well, depending upon whom you ask, its derivation is somewhat vague but it is generally agreed that the 

Christmas carol, ñGood king Wenceslausò gives us a clue. Wenceslaus was the Duke of Bohemia in the 

10 th  century and noted for his piety and generosity to the poor.  The ñFeast of Stephenò referred to, is St 

Stephenôs day, 26 December and in the majority of Western Europe, St Stephenôs day is still observed.  

 

Boxing Day therefore is associated with the giving of gifts or alms to the poor.  In the UK it referred to 

the Christmas gifts or Christmas ñboxesò that were traditionally given to tradesmen with whom you dealt, 

and, as a child growing up in London, I can remember their actually calling at the house.  

 

Today, it is the day to kick back, recover from the excesses of the day before, watch soccer, horse racing 

and for the upper crust, fox huntinô donôt you know. 

 

Boxing Day is celebrated much more widely than most people realize. It can be found anywhere the  

British had influence (The Empire on which the sun never sets). That includes just about all of the  

Caribbean, South and East Africa, Hong Kong, Australia, where itôs a òbarbieò on the beach (the grill not 

the doll!), New Zealand and some really odd places: Greenland, Fiji, Greece, Sweden and Estonia, oh yes 

and the Solomon islands.  

 

Finally, a piece of St Stephenôs trivia: the iconic tower that adjoins the Houses of Parliament in London is 

actually St Stephenôs tower. ñBig Benò is the name of the bell that it houses. 

 

Cdr. John Hodgkinson, JN  
 

Make a note  
Our speaker for the December General Meeting will be a representative from the Lee County 
Sheriffôs Department Marine Unit, who will discuss their current and future activities and how 

they relate to the  Power Squadron.  
 

Veteranôs day Ceremony 
 

A small but poignant ceremony was 

held on Veteranôs day at precisely 
1100. The national flag normally 

flown over Squadron harbor was 
temporarily replaced by one  
graciously donated by  

P/C Dan Tuller AP.  
 

This flag was presented to the 
Tuller  family by the Department of 
Defense to honor  the passing of 

Danôs father,  a WWII Navy  
veteran.  
 

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN  
 

The Commander, John Hodgkinson, 

JN and XO, Harvey Jaffe, AP  remove 
the  regular national flag.  

P/C Dan Tuller raises his father's flag    


