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 THE BUOYS 

Commander  

 

Well, that year went by pretty quickly. I guess time flies when youôre having fun, 

most of the time any way.  

 

As the Watch year draws to a close it is inevitable, I suppose, that one looks back and  

mentally reviews the past 12 months. As you might expect, as in life, it is good and bad.  

Some things you are pleased with, others you could have done better and some things  

that were better left undone.  

 

Overall I think I would give the year a B - , primarily because we have still not managed to overcome  

the problem of recruiting volunteers to help in some key areas, the exceptions being C&R and Co -op 

charting, they are going great guns. But I hear a similar story from several committees ñWeôre getting 

burned out, why is it always we few people who do all the work?.ò  Good question. Unfortunately I am 

not hearing too many good answers.  

 

It could be, of course, that newer members donôt want to be involved; on the other hand the problem 

might lie in another area. Read this reprint from a year 2000 copy of THE BUOYS, it was pointed out by 

our Historian and is very appropriate.  

 

òTHE MEMBER WHO NEVER CAME BACKó 
òIt amuses me now to think that our organization spends so much time and effort looking for new mem-
bers.....when I was there all the time.  
 
Do you remember me?  
 
Iõm the person who was asked to join, paid my dues, and then I was asked to be a loyal and faithful  
member. Iõm the person who came to every meeting, but nobody paid any attention to me.  Several times I 
tried to be friendly, but everyone seemed to have their friends to talk to and sit with.  I sat down 
amongst some unfamiliar faces several times, but they didnõt pay much attention to me.  I hoped somebody 
would ask me to join one of the Committees or to somehow participate and contribute...but no one did.  
 
Finally, because of illness I missed a meeting.   The next month, no one asked where I had been.  
I guess it didnõt matter very much whether I was there or not.   On the next Meeting night I decided to 
stay home and watch a good television program.   When I attended the next Meeting, no one asked me 
where I was the month before.  
You might say that Iõm a good, responsible person who loves my family, my community, and my country.   
You know who else I am?  

 
Iõm the member who never came back.ó  

 

The Power Squadron is an all volunteer, fraternal organization and new member or ñold saltò you can 

make the most valued contribution of all, your time. Donôt be shy, if you talk to any Committee chairs or 

me personally, I know I can find an enjoyable and fulfilling task for you and a great group of people to 

work with.  

 

To those of you who did volunteer to carry the load, on behalf of the Bridge officers and myself, I offer 

you my most sincere thanks for a job well done. And I promise to get you more help next year.  

 

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN  
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Executive Officer  

THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the Cape Coral Power 

Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the United States Power Squad-

rons, Inc.  Opinions expressed by individual authors do not necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power 

Squadron policy or endorsement.  Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than 

the 10th of the month prior to publication.  The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted 

for publication.  

We appreciate your articles and inputs.  Please make sure the information submitted to THE BUOYS is 

correct. All articles will be edited to assure conformity with USPS® regulations and guidelines.  

 

The Editor  

THE BUOYS  

 

THE BUOYS 

Dear Members and Friends,  

As I leave office at the end of this month I wanted to express to you how much I have  

enjoyed serving the Squadron over the past six years. I still remember the first  

meeting I ever attended which was over six years ago with the Member Involvement  

Committee. Well I was hooked and reeled in and in the following year became Chair  

of the MI committee. From there I was elected as a trustee for a year, two years as  

Treasurer, a year as Administrative Officer and this past year as your Executive Officer.  

All the things we have accomplished over these years were because we all worked together. I have been 

privileged to meet and share both work and fun with literally hundreds of members.  I thank you for all 

of your help and support.  

 

I also want to wish the very best to Cdr John Hodgkinson as he becomes only the second Cape Coral 

Power Squadron commander to serve for two terms. Lt/C Fred Van Slett deserves a very special thanks 

from me for helping with many of the tasks that I needed to accomplish this past year. I am sure that 

with the leadership of John, the rest of the Executive Board and committee chairs the Squadron will  

continue to be a very important part of this community. Itôs been quite a trip but I would not change a 

thing. Take care, be well and enjoy life.  

Sincerely,  

 

Lt/C Harvey E Jaffe, AP  

Executive Officer  

Make a note  
Februaryôs meeting on the 11 t h will be the Annual General Meeting  

which means that we will be electing a new Bridge and approving the 

budget for the coming watch year.  

Please attend if you can and make your vote count. There will be no 

speaker but the ñLite Biteò supper will precede the meeting as usual, details 

elsewhere in this issue.  

 

The Commanderôs Merit Mark Party  will be held on  

Friday, 19 February at Squadron Harbor,  starting at 1800 and is  

free to all Merit mark recipients and guest.  

 

The 45 th  Change of Watch Dinner  will held on Friday, 26 February at 

The Resort at Tarpon Point Marina starting at 1800. Details elsewhere in 

this issue.  

 

Cdr John Hodgkinson, JN  

UNIFORM OF  

THE DAY  

 

Team Casual                   
 

Golf shirt with 
CCPS logo  

light brown or 
khaki slacks/skirt  
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Administrative Officer  
Yes, my year as Administrative Officer is nearly over. There were some trying times,  
but I have learned a lot.  As I step down from the Administrative Officerôs position I  

would like to make some observations, pass along some thoughts and ideas and finally  
challenge the incoming nominee and committees.  
 

Cruise & Rendezvous  has their niche.  Their ñseafoodò dinners, their luncheon cruises and their 
overnight rendezvous are always a success and are well supported by the entire Squadron  
membership.  A special thanks to Lt. Delores Buhner who I could always depend on to lead the C&R 

Committee and achieve success after success.  Keep up the good work!   
Youôve made my job easier. 
Entertainment  has had some very good dinner socials during the 2009 watch year.   

However, there are steps that can be taken to improve the events; such as, emphasizing themes 
and improving the menus.  I have gathered all pertinent facts related to our events that I will be 
passing on to the next Administrative Officer.  My wish is that the data is utilized to improve  

functions and that the systems are maintained for years to come.  Thank you for a job well done, 
however, there is more work ahead.  I believe that we must expand the Committee size by  
attracting more members and new blood.  It can be done!   

I wish to thank the former Chair, P/C Sudy Soltysiak, P, for the numerous hours she and her  
committee members expended under her watch.   
Member Involvement  experienced a very busy 2009.  You have developed and implemented 

many new programs directed towards assisting new members, aimed at introducing them to the 
Squadron and encouraging them to become involved.  The Committee has initiated a ñNew  

Memberò page in THE BUOYS, a Member Assistance Program, and they have also introduced the 
Squadron to external activities; such as, shelling activities, theater events and there is more to 
come.  The Committee also initiated ñLite Bitesò; a light food menu preceding all CCPS General 

Meetings that I hope will continue indefinitely for the social aspect it offers to the membership.   
P/C Laura Woodward, SN contributed her knowledge and leadership skills for the well -being of the 
Squadron.  Thanks again!  

Finally, I would be remiss if I failed to mention the other administrative departments  that report 
to me.  A lack of detailed comments means only that I havenôt had any reason to be deeply  
involved.  You should take that as a positive!  You are self -sufficient, attract no ill attention and 

need no attention.  Keep on doing an extraordinary job!  
A special thanks to Edi Pollaert, P; our Goodwill  Chair for keeping the Squadron informed about 
the health status of our members.   

Thank you P/C Pat Dance, SN, our Membership  Committee Chair, for keeping our membership  
records complete and accurate.  
Operational  Training , Chair P/D/C Herb Schneider, SN, spreads his knowledge of the USPS during 

his Operational Training course.  Thank you for educating us and keeping us informed of changes at 
National.  
Our Port Captain , Lt. Joe Grippe, S, continues to impart his wisdom and advice regarding the local 

waters.  Thanks for the advice and assistance.  
 
In closing, the hundreds of hours I put into this job were more than matched by the hundreds and 

hundreds of hours that were put in by other CCPS members who were supporting me and the 
Squadron.  But, that is what makes the organization succeed.  
Finally, I want to express my gratitude to all the unnamed CCPS members who constantly  

volunteered hour after hour of their time, making my job easier.  
 
Lt/C Fred Van Slett  

Administrative Officer  



6  

 THE BUOYS 

Squadron  Education  O fficer  
Are you a passenger or a ñPartner in Commandò? 

 
If you are a regular crew member or passenger on your family or a friendôs 
boat, you need to know more about safety and the operation of the boat than 

the location of the cooler and life jackets.  
 

On- the -water emergencies occur more often than one would expect. The immediate thought 
that comes to mind is a skipper being incapacitated by a severe medical crisis.   
Although it is a situation that can arise, it is not the only instance where a ñPartnerò rather than 

a mere passenger would be a boon. A call of nature, a need to get a snack, time to review a 
chart, enter waypoints in a GPS, on and on and on, there are times when the skipperôs work 

can be best accomplished when a competent partner, who knows what to do and how to do it, 
is available.  
 

The Squadron is well aware of the need to train partners who can take charge when the skipper 
is otherwise occupied. We now offer a ñPartner in Commandò seminar which covers the  

basics needed to command the vessel when needed.  
  
This seminar provides an introduction to boating for crew members who need basic information 

and who may or may not have taken a boating course. It is designed to provide essential infor-
mation one may require to assist a skipper in the safe operation of a recreational boat.  

Included in the seminar are actions in response to emergencies. This seminar includes a text.  
A Knot Board will be useful to practice tying knots.  
  

In two hours students will learn the whys and hows of:  
 

Preparation before you go    Tool kits  
Safety and Safety Equipment    First Aid  

VHF Marine Radio     Signaling Equipment  
Starting and Stopping Engines  Calling for Help  
Anchoring and Docking     More  

 
Mark your calendar for the Partner in Command Seminar  

Wednesday, 3 March 2010 --  1900 to 2130  
Register at Squadron Headquarters or send in the following coupon  
 

  
 
Lt/C Ray Wlodyka, SN  
Email: raywlodyka@aol.com  

Phone: 540 -9665  

Please enroll me in the Partner in Command Seminar: 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

Tel. No.: __________________________________________ 

 

Amount Paid: ________________________ 

Seminar cost - $35: A deposit of $25 is required to register. 

Alternatively, come to the Squadron office and complete your 

registration there. 

  

  Partner in Command 
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         You are cordially invited to attend the 

Cape Coral Power Squadronôs 

45
th

 Annual Change of Watch 
Friday, 26 February  2010  

The Calusa Room  

The Resort at Marina Village  

Tarpon Point, Cape Coral, FL  

Cocktails & Hors dôoeuvres 1800 (Cash Bar), Call to Dinner 1900 

 $35 per person  

 

Reservation Deadline: Friday, 19 February 2010  

Dress, Gentlemen: Uniform óAô with Bow tie or Business attire 

 Ladies:  After 5 attire  

Menu  
Baby Field Greens  

Choice of One:  

Beef Stroganoff  

Boneless Breast of Chicken in Marsala Wine Sauce  

Mahi Mahi with Papaya Mango Sauce  

 

Selection of Vegetables  

 Potato or Rice  

Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake  

 

Dinner Breads and Butter, Freshly Brewed Coffee, Decaf and Iced Tea  

Please make checks payable to CCPS and mail to:  

Carole Hodgkinson, 908 SE 21 st  Ave, Cape Coral, FL 33990 by 2/12/10  

or deliver to Squadron Harbor by 2/19/10  

 

 

--------------------------------------------- Clip and Mail ----------------------------------------------------  

 

Name_______________________   Grade_____ Rank_____  Phone_________________  

           

  _______________________           _____        _____  

            

 _______________________           _____        _____  

            

 _______________________           _____        _____         

 

Attendees________@ $35 ea. = ________ Enclosed  

 

Entree         Dessert  

Beef Stroganoff_____________    Key Lime Pie_______  

   Mahi Mahi_________________    Chocolate Cake _________  

                         Chicken Marsala____________  
 

 



8  

 THE BUOYS 

       
The CCPS 

ñWaybackò  
Vessel  

 (with apologies to  

ñRocky and Bullwinkleò) 

 

Above you will see the heading of 

Volume 1, Number 1 of ñThe 

Buoysò (ñand Gullsò please note!  

The ñGullsò refers to The Cape 

Mates.)  It appeared in May 1965.  

The first issues were very different 

from what we see today.  This first 

one was TYPED on 11x14 paper, 

was only 2 sides, and resembled a 

full sized newspaper!  The rest of 

the page had the Bridge and all the 

committee heads.  At the bottom 

was a place for the mailing  

address and the copy I saw had a 

stamp on it!  On the left, you can 

see the top of the second page. 

With the Commanderôs (Warren 

Hovis, Sr., AP) together with other 

news.  

 

The large format continued for the rest 

of the year, but each release had more 

and more content, so that it was sev-

eral large sheets of typed paper stapled  

together.   

They each contained  reports from each de-

partment, and some Cruise and Rendezvous 

descriptions.  By the way, I noticed that for 

one C&R, they mentioned:  ñé. If your 

boat goes at less than 15 mph, please 

meet at 0900.  If more than 15mph, 

please meet at 0930.ò 

 

Any questions or comments, as well as 

ñearlyò Squadron stories are most welcome. 

 

John Seal, P  
               


